70             THE CUCKOO CLOCK

" No, thank you," said the cuckoo; and you
can't think how pleased Griselda was at having
succeeded in making him speak. " It isn't my
way. I hope you are enjoying yourself ? "

" Oh, very much," said Griselda.   " I------"

" Hush! " said the cuckoo; and looking up,
Griselda saw a number of mandarins, in a sort of
procession, coming their way.

When they got up to the cuckoo they set to
work nodding, two or three at a time, more
energetically than usual. When they stopped,
the cuckoo nodded in return, and then hopped
off towards the middle of the room.

" They're very fond of good music, you see,"
he whispered as he passed Griselda; " and they
don't often get it,"

